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the equation is location, location, loca-
tion. Well, in Washington the equation
is politics, politics, politics. That is
not a bad thing; that is not a good
thing, but that is certainly the way
this city works.

Therefore, I think the real issue to be
thought about here is that it is the
squeaky wheels that get greased in pol-
itics. It is important for people to
speak out at town meetings across the
country, in writing their Congressmen,
in writing their Senators, to say if
they are given the choice between
spending their children’s inheritance or
not which one they want done. People
really need to be making noise about
this, because otherwise the immediate
is what gets taken care of in Washing-
ton and the money gets spent.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. I think that is ex-
actly right. That is the problem that
we are facing. We have had the debate
within our own conference, where we
talk about debt reduction and getting
our fiscal house in order, and people
say, well, that does not sell.
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In reality, I think when you lay out
some of the charts that we laid out ear-
lier that talk about the burden that we
are facing, that we are placing on our
children, I think when you go back to
the chart that the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN) has up there
and you start saying, wait a minute,
we had $138 billion within our grasp,
and in one year we took it away from
Social Security and we pile it back on
to new debt for our kids, I think the
American people would embrace say-
ing, ‘‘Wait a minute, let’s restrain the
spending. We see this bubble coming up
on Social Security. Now is the time to
act.’’ They understand these kinds of
issues. They understand the crisis that
we can face with the baby boomers. I
think they look very positively at
starting to set some of this money
aside and getting our fiscal house in
order. Again, this is $57 billion of new
spending. This is not to get to $138 bil-
lion, you are going to cut spending by
$57 billion. This is $57 billion of growth
beyond what we already are planning
on growing the Federal Government.
This is brand new growth, brand new
growth, brand new spending.

Mr. COBURN. Above the spending
caps agreed to in 1997. I would like to
make a point. Our country is rightly
worried about education. We are going
to have a lot of debates on this House
floor on how we do that. But to assume
that we cannot reprioritize the spend-
ing of the Federal Government to di-
rect more money to education by
eliminating waste, eliminating dupli-
cation, by doing the oversight to make
sure that the programs that are out
there are working means that we are
lazy and we are not willing to do our
job. Nobody feels that this government
is efficient. It is not efficient by any
standard. We can exact more efficiency
from this government. If we had a cri-
sis today in this country, if we were to

go to war or some other, we would
come in here and we would make the
cuts that we need to make to still offer
the services but we would ensure that
it was done efficiently. That is what we
have to do. We have to restrain spend-
ing. We can direct more money to edu-
cation, but that money should not be
stolen from Social Security. It should
come from the wasteful programs that
this government funds today. For us to
do something less than that means
that we violate the very oath for the
reason that we came up here.

Mr. SANFORD. We were talking a
little bit earlier, and I want to go back
for just one second, on possible cures
for Social Security. One of the things
that the President proposed in his plan
was to invest about a fifth of the,
quote, trust fund in equities. While
that sounds very alluring, I think it is
a very dangerous thing, because as
Chairman Greenspan pointed out, you
need to create a firewall between So-
cial Security money and political
forces in Washington.

Mr. COBURN. That is exactly what
we are trying to do. We are trying to
say, it is time to be honest, it is time
to be straight, it is time to get the
hands off the Social Security money
that is there and start working on a
solvable solution for it but not use it
to expand the government and com-
pound the problem associated with So-
cial Security for the future. Remem-
ber, in 2013 we are going to be coming
back, somebody is going to be coming
back—I am not—to the American pub-
lic and if we have not done our job in
this Congress about walling off the So-
cial Security money, we are going to be
asking people to cough up a ton more
money, regardless of what the eco-
nomic conditions are. We are going to
have to do it to meet the commitments
to the seniors that are out there at
that time. So we have to start. We
have to start today. We have to start
this year, this session of this Congress
and not let anybody steal the first
penny from Social Security for any
program.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. The gentleman just
brought up education. As he well
knows over the last 2 years we have
had the opportunity to go to 17 dif-
ferent States and take a look at the
Department of Education, 760 edu-
cation programs, 39 different agencies.
For every dollar we spend on edu-
cation, 30 to 35 cents of it stays in
Washington, never gets to a child,
never gets to a classroom, never gets to
the local level where a parent, a school
board, a teacher can say, ‘‘Let’s spend
this money in this way to help our kids
achieve academic excellence, to get
them to be able to do reading and writ-
ing and math.’’ The problem is not that
we do not have enough money here in
Washington for education. The problem
is that we are keeping too much of that
money here in Washington. We debated
a bill today that just said we are going
to give some level of flexibility to local
school boards, to State governments,

to take this money to get rid of red
tape, to get rid of the abuse and to
make this system more efficient so
that rather than throwing more dollars
into an inefficient system, let us make
the system efficient so we can get 95
cents of every dollar into the class-
room rather than the current 65 to 70
cents.

Mr. COBURN. Let me just summa-
rize. We have about 30 seconds left. A
surplus is a surplus is a surplus if it re-
duces the debt, reduces the debt, re-
duces the debt. We need to not allow
anyone to spend the first dollar of So-
cial Security on anything other than
Social Security. I hope the American
public can understand what we are try-
ing to do here is to get truth-in-govern-
ment back in terms of the budgeting
process, so that we can start the proc-
ess of saving Social Security. We will
never start that process until we make
the firewall and get our hands off the
money that is coming in today.

Does the gentleman from South
Carolina have any closing comments?

Mr. SANFORD. No, but I will see the
gentleman back on the floor tomorrow
morning.

Mr. HOEKSTRA. I thank the gen-
tleman for taking the time to do this
and look forward to continuing this
dialogue.

Mr. COBURN. I appreciate the gen-
tleman’s help.
f

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mrs. CAPPS (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today and the balance of
the week, on account of family illness.

Mr. FROST (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) for today and the balance of the
week, on account of surgery.

Mr. SHERMAN (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for today, on account of ill-
ness.

Mr. MINGE (at the request of Mr. GEP-
HARDT) for today, on account of illness.

Mr. BILBRAY (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today and the balance of
the week on account of personal rea-
sons.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Ms. NORTON) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. FILNER, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. BLUMENAUER, for 5 minutes,

today.
Mr. HOYER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. RUSH, for 5 minutes, today.
Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. JONES of North Carolina)
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